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Previously unseen stealth-like enhancements to rotorcraft are
credited with playing a critical role in the U.S. mission to take
down Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.
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12 Downturn outlasts ‘retiring’ Cessna
CEO Pelton as Textron chief takes
over Wichita reins temporarily

14 Russian air force begins flight
testing the Su-358, the latest
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tional and domestic operations
under Virgin Australia brand

22 U.S. raid on bin Laden was so
important to justify the risk of
exposing stealth-like technology

22 Success may bolster the massive
U.S. investments in intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance
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* 27 Finmeccanica aiming to generate

stronger returns, rather than just
expanding through acquisitions
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Lo RN 52 Northrop Grumman
B WM plans to unveil its Firebird
L optionally piloted aircraft
e e (/s month at the Penta-
== gon’s Empire Challenge

exercise. Fzrebzrd is designed to carry up
to four intelligence-collecting sensors and
is aimed at the General Atomics MQ-9
Reaper and Hawker Beechcraft C-12
markets. In this configuration, Firebird
is carrying the tactical common datalink
(under the nose), an electro-optical and
infrared sensor (below the cockpit), and
a synthetic aperture radar (under the fu-
selage). Each wing also contains a single
hard point suitable for weapons deploy-
ment. Northrop Grumman photo.
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yields positive data as intense test
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44 commercial airports diversifying
to meet the needs of an increas-
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spending will make the new
secretary’s job even harder




