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26 F-35 builds momentum, but cost-
cutting and international politics

pose challenges for the program

28 Pressure is on Boeing to speed KC-
46 testing, with schedule margin
gone and $1 billion in charges

54 Australia’s MRH90 helicopters are
going into service after years of

delays and development programs

55 U.S. Air Force F-15Cs likely to
receive expensive upgrades due to

service’s impending fighter gap

56 Kuwait’s selection of Eurofighter
Typhoon buoys consortium’s
hopes that investment will pay off
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Although neither Chengdu Aircraft’s Guizhou Soar Dragon (below) norj
Shenyang Aircraft’s Divine Eagle has been observed in flight, images |
of what appear to be complete prototypes have appeared on Chinese

websites. The Global-Hawk-size UAVs will likely support China’s DF-

\ 21D anti-ship ballistic missile and target high-value air assets.

SPACE

30 Long March 6 launches with an
engine that may be the foundation
of China’s space activities for years
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capsule around Moon due to
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United Launch Alliance leaves it
looking for a rocket to power
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technology program garners more
players but less funding

48 Need for faster, cheaper deep-
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renewed nuclear rocket study
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35 Lufthansa Group seeks major
savings with improved synergies
among its recent acquisitions

36 Lifting of U.S. ban on crude oil
exports could push fuel prices
lower, benefit U.S. airlines
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network and improve load factor
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looking to grow domestic market
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holding company launching more
Viva carriers in Latin America
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50 U.S. spacecraft manufacturers
seek foreign sources of credit in
light of Ex-Im Bank uncertainty

52 Airbus is a potentially rich target
for U.S. aerospace manufacturers
seeking export opportunities
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58 New software helps improve pilot
reports of weather and turbulence
forecasting and avoidance
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tools emerge to enable pilots to
‘futurecast’ weather on their route

62 Flawed safety nets and pilot error
led to May 2014 Gulfstream [V
crash, NTSB investigators say
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and communicate well prompts
NTSB recommendations
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64 Rival Chinese companies produce
Global-Hawk-size UAV prototypes
to complement missile capabilities
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74 Fleet management programs are
like health insurance, and they
offer a winning approach to MRO
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