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The Joint Strike Fighter system development and demonstration (SDD)
phase cannot be completed on schedule without shortcuts that risk
failure in the initial operational test and evaluation program, warns
the Pentagon’s testing director.
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28 Iran promises to order hundreds rattle Copa Airlines, but a tourism 31 Airbus and Uber vow to conduct
of aircraft, and Western industry surge and hub strength offer hope more helicopter rideshare trials

officials evaluate prospects

30 ATR seeks new opportunities to
cope with low fuel prices, softer
markets in Asia, Latin America

51 Pilots are becoming complacent in
hand-flying and monitoring skills,
and FAA guidance is lagging

52 European airlines form new
association, skeptical of EC’s
pledge to boost aviation sector

this year, despite initial grounding
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) 32 Test tempo for KC-46A tanker
accelerates, aiming for initial
production go-ahead in April

33 Germany seeks collaborators for
Tornado replacement, but do its
neighbors want to participate?

34 British-French unmanned combat
air vehicle could be operated as
wingman to manned fighters
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Aviation Week publishes a digital edition every week.
Read it at and on our app.

ON THE COVERS

This week Aviation Week publishes two print editions. On the cover far left,
Jeffrey Flamm of NASA’s Environmentally Responsible Aviation program

checks the setup for a test of a Boeing hybrid wing body model in the

National Full-scale Aerodynamics Complex wind tunnel at NASA's Ames
Research Center. The platform in front of the model captured data about

noise from leading-edge Krueger flaps at different angles. Guy Norris reports

on the work (see page 58). NASA photo by Dominic Hart. Also in both editions are
reports on Germany’s next fighter (page 33), an Uber-Airbus hookup (page 31) and
the Iran market (page 28).

On the cover of the MRO Edition is a Finnair Airbus A350. Airbus photo by P.
Maselet. A report on the A350 in service begins on page 48.
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40 orbital ATK is developing a next-
generation launch vehicle to
compete with SpaceX and ULA

41 Definition of common missile for
operators is informing Tiger
attack helicopter midlife update

PROPULSION

55 China is on brink of announcing
new state company joining civil
and military engine enterprises

42 Joint Strike Fighter software
development problems loom,
warns Pentagon testing watchdog

SPACE
36 SpaceX, Blue Origin back-to-back

breakthroughs mark rapid pace of

private space-sector progress

38 u.S. designates planetary defense
officer to find and deal with
asteroids threatening Earth

AIRLINES IN CANADA

44 Porter aims to expand despite
government rejection of plan to
operate CS100s from Toronto

45 with the right aircraft at last,
Air Canada leverages hubs to fly
across both Pacific and Atlantic

47 Westlet prepares to launch
transatlantic Boeing 767 flights
from five Canadian cities

A350 SERVICE REPORT

48 Since handover, A350 operations
have had little drama as airlines,
Airbus work to improve reliability

TECHNOLOGY

56 Environmentally Responsible
Aviation project results will pay off
for airlines from 2025, NASA says

AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING

58 Boeing may revive X-48 Blended
Wing Body demo for potential
USAF, commercial freight needs

-

60 NASA aeronautics leaders hope
2017 budget will enable first large-
scale aircraft demo in decades

VIEWPOINT

66 U.S. needs coherent security
strategy to address threats to
technology investment
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