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SpaceX has not. ed many details about its Red Dragon mission™
to Mars, but imagery gempany website suggests it plans to use
a variant of the “SuperDr 00" ¥ves, in development for the Crew
Dragon vehicle, to settle the stx4o
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| 1 ON THE COVER vehicle may give NASA entry/

\ AV|A1 |ON WEEK Newly assembled PWI1100G geared turbofans destined for Airbus landing data at a bargain price
move along Pratt & Whitney's assembly line in Middletown,
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page 51). Pratt & Whitney photo. Meanwhile, General Electric NASA will brief U.S. companies

and Boeing are moving to test the mighty GE9X for the 777X, and
Rolls-Royce is progressing with the Trent 1000 TEN for the 787
and Trent XWB-97 for the A350-1000. Elsewhere in this issue are
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For our special report on propulsion, Los Ange-
les Bureau Chief Guy Norris flew in widely dif-
fering aircraft ranging from General Electric’s
Boeing 747-400 testbed and UTC’s Dassault
2000EX business jet to a Flight Design CTSW
light sport airplane. Norris is pictured on the
flight deck of GE’s 747400 with the company’s
chief test pilot, Steve Crane. The 747 is advanc-
ing GE and Boeing’s work toward testing the
GE9X, the world’s largest jet engine, on the
777X. The Falcon 2000EX enabled Norris’s
whistle-stop tour of new Pratt & Whitney fa-
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cilities engaged in a massive civil and military
engine production ramp-up, while the CTSW
provided transport to Rolls-Royce for updates
on the Trent, Advance and UltraFan projects.
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