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20 Japan plans high-tech Combat
Support Unmanned Aircraft to
fly with its F-35s within 20 years

22 Bell Helicopters pegs its future
to a range of advanced tiltrotors
with simpler, cheaper design

24 U.S. Air Force seeks a stealthy,
armed next-gen tanker, maybe
with blended or flying-wing design

32 Boeing-Saab team unveils
purpose-built T-X contender and
reveals two production-ready
aircraft

34 Battic states work together to
bolster defense capabilities in
face of Russian agression
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25 University coalition models and
tests drone collisions with aircraft

and people to assess risks
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Dzyne Technologies’ Ascent blended wing-body small airliner is one of
five concepts being considered for future X-planes as NASA looks beyond
established large-aircraft manufacturers Boeing and Lockheed Martin
for ideas on future ultra-efficient subsonic transports (page 42). Concept
. image: Dzyne Technologies/Brendan Kennel. Also in this issue: Chasing
breakthroughs in hypersonic propulsion (page 46), Baltic states’ military
buildup (page 34), new advances in cockpit connectivity (page 50) and
s Japan’s plans to field unmanned aireraft for air combat and ballistic

~% . issile defense (page 20). Aviation Week publishes a digital edition every

and on our app.

Boeing-Saab’s T-X offering is a production-ready trainer
that hews closely to the U.S. Air Force’s threshold
requirements for the new program.
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28 china clamps down on airline
licensing, dissatisfied with
increasing industry fragmentation

28 Boeing says both the 737-10X—
with simpler design—and “new
midsize airplane” are feasible

SPACE

30 Launch service provider CEOs
discuss opportunities, challenges
after SpaceX August pad accident

LOW-COST CARRIERS

37 AirAsia’s problem in China may
turn out to be that its partner
would not be an airline

38 Asian low-cost widebody operators
expand networks in region, add
services to European desinations

AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING

40 NASA considers five configurations
for planned ultra-efficient subsonic
transport demonstrators

42 Dzyne Technologies unveils proposal
for a blended wing body business
jet and “super-regional” airliner

44 Boeing control tests target short-
takeoff blended wing body that
could lead to military application
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CONNECTED AEROSPACE:
SPACE

45 SpaceX launch pad explosion sets
back Iridium’s new satellite system
that will relay ADS-B signals
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46 Reaction Engines aims at fighter-
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jet-size engine for its innovative
reusable hypersonic propulsion

48 NASA-industry testing demonstrates
ULA Vulcan first-stage engine
recovery and reuse technology

49 Blue Origin’s New Glenn space
launcher will come in two versions,
have reusable first-stage engines
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COCKPIT CONNECTIVITY

50 Airlines tap networks in new ways
for weather and avionics data to

improve safety and efficiency

52 satellite fleet operators old
and new see rising growth in

aeronautic, maritime broadband

53 Small avionics company is fast
becoming a powerhouse to supply
aircraft connectivity backbone

VIEWPOINT
58 Too many acrospace executives still
use the traditional technology lens

to develop and improve products
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