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SPACE

20 Long March 5 launch failure casts
doubt on China’s space station
and lunar mission schedules

21 china pursues three paths to
reusable launch: lifting bodies,
parachutes and powered landings

22 China works on solid-propellant
motors for commercial launches
and possible Moon rocket

32 pirbus and OneWeb gear up
new joint-venture factory to
manufacture one satellite per day

SECURITY

24 u.S. airlines test biometrics-
based technologies to streamline
baggage check-in and boarding
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PROPULSION

26 New designs for personal electric

takeoff-and-landing vehicles

challenge conventional paradigms

The long-delayed Sukhoi T-50 (PAK-FA), will have to step up as
the U.S. military’s Lockheed Martin F-35 enters combat service.

27 Zunum Aero says electric
architectures enable new ways to
improve propulsion systems

ON THE COVER

Reinventing Predator

Its Predator unmanned aircraft revolutionized air warfare.

Now General Atomics is looking to the future with new designs
(see page 39). General Atomics Aeronautical Systems photo. Also
in this issue: biometric screening of airline passengers (page 24),
the state of stealth (page 46), China’s space setback (page 20).

Aviation Week publishes a digital edition every week. Read it at

and on our app. .

COMMERCIAL AVIATION

28 Airbus launches Skywise platform
to track aircraft data, aiming to
optimize aircraft performance

29 Lithium-ion batteries gain traction,
entering service on Airbus A350
and Bell 505 Jet Ranger X

30 ATR develops advanced vision
system and short-takeoff-and-
vertical landing ATR 42-600

31 Regional aviation boost in India
from new government plan is
good news to regional jet makers

DEFENSE

33 Winning India’s fighter competition
is Lockheed Martin’s best hope to
keep F-16 production alive

34 Paris Air Show debut shows export
promise of Embraer’s KC-390
airlifter, now on a display tour

35 Britain will work closely with
the U.S. and Norway on North
Atlantic P-8 martime patrols

36 HMS Queen Elizabeth finally goes
to sea, but questions linger about
affordability of UK defense plans
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