
JESSEH. 
NEAL 
AWARDS AVIATIONWEEK~-
Est. 1955 & SPACE TECHNOLOGY 
Grand Neal 

April 9-22, 2018 -Volume 180-Number 7Winner2017 

Design details reuealedfor Boeing 541 blended wing body '  ,... 
~ 

FEATURES 
20 I BEATING THE BOOM 441GAMEON 

Lockheed Martin's Skunk Works is After 11 years and 126 consecutive
 
only bidder to build the low-boom successful launches, United Launch
 
flight demonstrator Alliance is fighting for its life
 

221 NEW SPACE RACE 50 I MAXAR Q&A 561 MQ-25 CANDIDATES 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Space conglomerate CEO explains Sizing up competitors for 
Ross describes department's role in what satellite, imagery and U.S. Navy's unmanned tanker 
boosting U.S. launch services commercial space will look like competition 

Of..PAklMENTS 42 IIs Boeing neglecting KC-46 tanker'! 64 DAHPA sees autonomous drone1 

61 Feedback 17 I Airline Intl'] swarms supporting urban opsPROPULSION
 
7 I Who',; When' 18 Leading Edge
'I 34 Safran says counter-rotating open 1 FAST FIVE8 I Fil'sl Take 19 I T]lL'Launchpad rotor engine is relevant 

12 I Up Front 72 I Classified 65 IHarris CEO on new opportunities, 
35 IIcing tests begin for Rolls-Royce's 14 1 Going Concerns 73 I Contact Us battle lor talent

lean-bum Trent demonstrator16 I Inside Business 73 'I Aerospace 
Aviation Calendar MANUFACTURING 

66 IOEMs seek technologies to make 

carbon-fiber components faster COMMERCIAL AVIATION 

24 IMitsubishi division proposes ROTORCRAFT 
Japanese version of Airbus 

SPACE 67 ICrash probe may broaden use of 
26 l,vietnam Airlines looks to upgrade 48 1 Webb Space Telescope facing new health and usage monitoring 

its narrowbody fleet launch delay, cost cap threat 
AIR SAFETY 

CONNECTED AEROSPACE38 IAirbus plans heavy modifications 
I 68 Data from electronic devices can 

to create A3:m-based Beluga 53 OneWeb looks to disrupt inflight 
1 

1 

aid accident probesconnectivity market 

39 Honeywell uses quadcopter to demo AIRCRAFT INTERIORS1 TECHNOLOGY 
intiight drone support 

54 IBoeing refines blended wing 70 IDensification to keep driving cabin 
52 \TBS helps Heathrow controllers designs seat design 

improve the airport's punctuality 
MQ-25 COMPETITION 70 IOEMs press cabin equipment 

BUSINESS AVIATION 61 I, General Atomics proposes whale makers to boost quality 
28 China's private jet market is body Avenger derivative 1 

beginning to recover VIEWPOINTUNMANNED AIRCRAFT 

DEFENSE 62 IDetails emerge about Lockheed's 74 IHow China's political realities can 

30 IF-35C faces long road before initial pioneering X-44A I affect commercial aircraft demand 
operational deployment 

ON HIE CO'JFQ
32 IWorid View's multimonth 

LockheedMartin is proposing aflying wing design for the us. Navy's MQ-25 unmannedtanker. Boeingstratospheric balloon could carry 
and General AtomicsAeronauticalSystems alsoareofferingcandidates. LockheedMartin concept.sensors for hunting missiles 
Aviation Week publishes a digitaleditioneveryweek.Read it at 'Itr y,\, 

40 I F-35 sustainment challenges mount I 

Accessexclusiveonlinefeatures ffrJ','n JhiclesacJo';'z'jJ6iiied by this icon.as global fleet grows 
'j ~. :l , ,~. " ' 

AVIATION WEEK & SPACE TECHNOLOGY/APRIL 9-22, 2018 3 


