
DEFENSE 

22 I Eurofighter and F-35 face off in 
German fighter competition 

23 , Surveillance drone is a test of 
European cooperation 

40 , Aust ralia begins upgrading 
farseeing radars 

42 , U.S. aims for faster, eas ier exports 
of military unmanned aircraft 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT 

24 , The commercial UAS indust ry 
shows signs of maturing 

25 I Unmanned aircraft, bomb-disposal 
robots par tner in U.S. Navy project 

27 , Low-altitude cargo flights could be 
autogyro's renaissance 

46 I U.S. government agencies seek 
drone defense authority 

47 I Airborne recovery could expand 
operations by UAVs 

48 I Aircraft propulsion via laser beam 
moves closer to reality 

SPACE 

28 , SpaceX steps up Falcon 9 
operat ional pace as Block 5 debuts 

30 , The UAE's space exploration 
program takes shape 

36 , Virgin Orbit begins engine 
qualification tests 

37 , Europe accelerates studies of 
reusable launchers 

INTERVIEW 

38 I Italian Air Force commander on 
how F-35 will alte r the service 

FE TU 
20 IFuture Combat Air System 

Europe wants to challenge 
U.S. defense market dominance 
thro ugh cooperat ive defense 
programs 

32 ,Powering Up for Suborbit 
Power ed flights and engine 
qualification tests underway for 
Virgin Galact ic SS2s 

52 " Unprecedented' 
The narrowbody aircraft market 
is busier than ever 

60 ICockpits of the Future 
Research and development 
efforts envision flight controls 
that are highly integrated, 
eas ier to use 

DEPARTMENTS 

6 1Feedback 17 1 Airline Intel 
8 1 Who's Where 18 I Leading Edge 

10 1 First Take 19 I The Launchpad 

12 1Up Front 64 1Classified 

14 1 Going Concerns 65 1 Contact Us 
16 1 Inside Business 65 I Aerospace 

Aviat ion Calendar 

ON THE COVER 

ins moJtes 
areniIeZvous with a capture 
deuice deployedfrom a roll-on 
dockingsystemmounted ona 
C-/30 cargo ramp. 

.... ELECTRONIC WARFA RE 

43 , Royal Air Force approves 
Leonard o EW system for ops 

44 1Israeli compa nies miniaturize 
combat airc raft technologie s 

BUSINESS AVIATION 

49 , FBO chain Jetex partners with 
electric aircraft developer 

50 I Chinese bizjet buyers are 
disregarding tariff threat 

51 I HondaJet output is moving to six 
airc raft per mont h 

COMMERCIAL AVIATION 

56 I Bomba rdier overcomes delays and 
speeds up C Series production 

57 I HNA'sbiggest airline, Hainan 
Airlines, will lead in long haul 

58 1Early findings in CFM56 engine 
failure probe reveal little 

ROTORCRAFT 

63 , Flight tests mark key stage for 
S-64 composite blade program 

VIEWPOINT 

66 , Why space exploration is relevant 
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Virgin Galactic'sUnity, thefirst SpaceshipTwo to be built andpowered by TheSpaceshipCo.•accelerates 
towardan apogeeof morethan84,200ft . with seconds togo beforeits hybridrocketmotor shuts down. 
Our reports on Virgin Galacticand The SpaceshipCo. byLosAngelesBureauChiefGuy Norrisand and on 
sister company Virgin OrbitbySenior SpaceEditorIrene Klotz beginonpage32. TheSpaceship Ca/ Virgin 
Galacticphoto. Aviation Week publishesa digital editionevery week. Read it at AVlatlonweell.C.,?m/aw.t 
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