
Virgin Galactic's Unityspaceplane 
capturedthis view of Earth from 
its brieftrip ( 0 space onDec.I3. 
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ON THE COVER 
As thedecadecloses, a return tosuperpower 
competition dominates. China is moving rapidly 
tochallenge u.s. technologicalsuperiority, 
particularly its stealthy fighters and bombers­
symbolized by this U.S. Air Force Lockheed Mar­
tin F-3ii of the388/h Fighter Wing at HillAPB, 
Utah,photographedfrom a McDonnell Douglas 
KC-JO tankerover Texas. U.S. Air Forcephoto 
by Staff Sgt. MichaelKi Hong. 
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