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Il MexxBy30BcCKas 3ao4uHasa KoHdepeHL A
acnMpaHTOB, COUCKaTenen U MONOAbIX yYeHbIX

28 u 29 anpens 2020 r. Ha dakynbTeTe «JIMATBHCTHKA» TIporuia 11 MexBy30B-
CKas 3a04Hasi KOH(epeHLUsI aCTIUPaHTOB, COMCKaTenell 1 Monoabx ydeHsix. KoHde-
PEHIMs OpraHu30BaHa Ha 0a3e acHMPaHTCKOW KOH(EpEeHLUH, paHee eXEroiHO Mpo-
BonuMmon Kadempamu (dakynbrera «JImarBuctukay MITY um. H.3. Baymana,
u | MexBy30BCKOH 04HOW KOH(EepeHIINH, cocTosBInekcs B arnpene 2019 r.

['naBHas uenp opraHU3aluy 3a09HON KOH(PEPEHIIMH — YCTaHOBJIEHUE IPSMBIX
Hay4yHBIX KOHTAaKTOB CpEId Hay4HOI MOJOAEXKH pa3lU4HBIX BY30B, MOBBIIICHHE
MOTHBAIIUN MOJIOBIX YUCHBIX B N3YYEHUH HHOCTPAHHOTO A3bIKA U MCIOIb30BAHNE
€ro B HAyYHO-IIPAKTUYECKUX UCCIIEIOBAHUSAX.

OCHOBHBIMH 337a9aMU KOHPEPEHITUHN SBJISETCS COBEPIICHCTBOBAHME TIpodec-
CHOHAIIBHBIX HaBBIKOB; oOecredeHune IMyOIMIHOr0 OOCYXIEHUS TOy4eHHBIX ac-
[UPAHTAMU PE3YJIbTATOB C LIEJBI0 HE3aBUCUMOM OLICHKH U NMPEAOCTaBICHUS BO3-
MOXHOCTU COCTaBleHHs HauOonee 3()(EKTUBHOrO MEPCIEKTHBHOIO IIJIaHa
HUCCJIEJOBAaHUN.

Brio nmonyueno 6osee 50 3asiBOK Ha yyacTue U3 CICAYIOIIUX BY30B M HAYYHO-
HCCIIEZIOBATENLCKUX NHCTUTYTOB:

— WuctutyT obeit pusuku uM. A. [Ipoxoposa Poccuiickoii akanemun Hayk;

— Poccuiickuii yausepcuret Tpancnopta (MUNT);

— bepnuHCKNI TEXHUYECKUA YHUBEPCUTET;

— MHCTUTYT a3pOKOCMHUYECKOM POMBIIUIEHHOCTH, bepnun, ['epmanns;

— YHuBepcurer umenu Jxapaxapnana Hepy, Heto-Jlenu, Unaus;

— benapecckuil uHIyuCcTCKU yHUBepcuteT, Bapanacu, naus;

— WuctutyT MamnHoBeaeHus: nMeHn A.A. biaronpaBoBa Poccuiickoii akane-
mun Hayk (MMAILL PAH), Poccus, Mockga;

— AO «Pamenckoe mpubOpoCTpOUTENIFHOE KOHCTPYKTOPCKoe Oropo», Pocens,
MockBa;

—MI'TY um. H.D. baymana, dakynbretsl «/HKeHepHBIH OM3HEC U MEHEIK-
MeHT», «P0OOTOTEXHMKA M KOMIUIEKCHAsl aBTOMaTU3alus», «PaanosnexkTponuka u
Ja3epHas TexHHKa», «buomenunumHckas TexHuka», « ColagpHble U TyMaHHUTap-
Hble Haykn», VH(popmaTHKa U cHCTEMBI yIpaBieHus», «CrennansbHoe MaIInHO-
cTpoenney, «DyHIaMeHTanbHbIe HayKu», «MalnHOCTPOUTEIbHBIE TEXHOIOTHI
U «JIMHTBUCTHKAY.

Briepsrie B KOH(EpEeHIIMN NPUHSIIN ydacTHe aciupaHTsl Kadenpbl «Pycckmit
S3BIK» W BBIMYCKHUKH Kadenpsl «PomMaHO-repMaHCKHE S3BIKD) IO HAIpaBICHUIO
«TeopeTnueckas U MPUKIIAJHAS JINHTBUCTHKAY.

VY4acTHUKY KOH(EPEHINH NOATOTOBUIN aKTyallbHbIC JOKJIAAbI 10 TEMaM CBO-
X JuccepTauuii, compoBoKaaromuecs npeseHTauusiMu. Ha caiite dakynbrera
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«JIuarBuctukay http://fn.bmstu.ru/programm-conf-fl naHel cceuTkn Ha 36 BBICTYII-
JICHUH Ha aHTJIUHCKOM SI3BIKE U PYCCKOM SI3bIKE KaK WHOCTPaHHOM C IMOCIEAYIO-
IIMMU KOMMEHTApUSIMH, 00CYKACHHSIMH OOJBIIOr0 KOJMYECTBA JOKIA/IOB, OTBE-
TaMH Ha BOIIPOCHI.

Hcnonp30oBaHHe MHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKA B JIOKIAJAX KaK CPEACTBA MOJTYYCHHS
HOBBIX 3HAHWI TIO0 MHTEPECYIOIIEH TeMe, UTHPOBAHUE Pa3IMYHBIX HCTOYHHUKOB
nH(pOpMaIMHY, Pa3BUTHE HAYYHOH pedH, a Takke 0OMEH MHEHMSIMH, OIBITOM U pe-
3yJIbTaTaMH Hay4YHO-HCCIIEAOBATEIILCKON AEATEIBHOCTH M ONpEIeNICHNEe aKTyallb-
HBIX HallPaBJICHUH HAayYHBIX MCCIICIOBAHMI aCUPaHTOB AEIaioT OOLICHUE TUI0I0-
TBOPHBIM U 3()(HEKTUBHBIM.

Kondepennus craBuT cBoeH LENbIO CHCTEMATH3ALUIO U IyOJIUKALUIO PE3yIib-
TaTOB MCCJICAOBAaHNHN, HHHOBAILIMOHHBIX paboT 10 OCHOBHBIM HANPaBJICHUSAM HayKU
U TPaKTHKU, OOMEHa OMBITOM MOJIONBIX Y4eHBIX. CTaTbu, 0100pEHHBIE aKaJIeMu-
YEeCKUMH OpPTaHU3allMOHHBIMH COBETAMHU KOH(EPEHIINH, OIyOINKOBAHBI B )KypHaie
«Bectauk MI'TY um. H.D. baymanay.

Bcero momymieHo k myonukanuu 33 CTaThH.
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What are Virtual Conferences for?
© |E.I. Rumyantseva [elena.rum@bmstu.ru]

Associate Professor, Department of English for Industrial Engineering,
Bauman Moscow State Technical University (Moscow, Russia),
part of Organizing Committee

The conditions and possibilities of arranging and conducting virtual scientific conference for
graduate students and young scientists at a technical university are assumed. As an example, the
first virtual inter-academic conference of BMSTU is given. Deficiencies and shortcomings in
organizing the conference and possible ways to eliminate them are indicated.

Keywords: academic conference, virtual, face-to-face conferences, graduate students and
young scientists, organizing, conducting, universities

Introduction. It is a well-known fact, that academic conferences have always been
privileged spaces and dates for the advancement of new scientific knowledge, as
well as for social interaction and for the establishment and development of social
networks among scientists. The virtual scope of conferences, in which individuals
are not physically present in the same place, begins to appear as an increasingly
used possibility, which implies a different framing of these scientific events. This
paper seeks to comparatively analyze several models of academic conferences,
putting forth their advantages, limitations and potentials. Furthermore, it also seeks
to reasonably envision the importance and challenges to be faced in the near fu-
ture. This analysis allows implicating that virtual conferences have a tendency to
take on an increasingly central role in this type of scientific spread, but without
totally vanishing the conference mode with face-to-face interaction. In an attempt
to provide the main benefits of virtual conferences it is just an effort to speculate
about conferences in general and about the results of the past Bauman inter-
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academic conference for graduate students and young researchers from different
Universities, and thus, make it better for the future.

Main part. An academic conference must be a meeting point for presenting
innovative research findings in the subject area concerned. It is a venue for debates
and discussions on different subject research developments. Both experienced re-
searchers and novices can learn new things, exchange ideas, and get motivations
and new directions. An exchange of experience is beneficial to everyone because it
helps to develop the scientific market as a whole and increase the size of the pie to
be shared. Conferences encompass presentations that tend to be short and concise
with a time span of about 10 minutes. All participants can listen to the updates and
have a chance to discuss different topics in the area of their interests with other
presenters and to come up with new ideas. Academic conferences are also ideal for
attracting students who have just started out on their research: at one time the most
active and advanced graduates gather in one place.

“In the contemporary world, the great increase in the use of technology with the
resulting social and scientific implications also has consequences for academ-
ic/scientific conferences and for the dissemination of knowledge itself. Our world is
more and more linked in an increasingly digital future, in which “activities, infor-
mation and results in data that can be compiled, analyzed and shared” [1].

Is that true for virtual conferences? The organizers of the Bauman research
conference faced a tough decision over COVID-19: do we cancel our two-day
April event, or take it online?

The decision was to run the conference virtually. But going completely online
presented a fundamental challenge: can you provide a ‘real’ conference experience,
one that makes you feel like part of a research community and creates a sense of
togetherness? The nature of the previous Bauman real conferences had been of that
kind. Instead of confining the conference participants to a list of Zoom sessions,
they prepared relevant reports on the topics of their theses, accompanied by presen-
tations. The website of the Linguistics Faculty http://fn.bmstu.ru/programm-conf-fl
provided links to 36 speeches in English followed by comments, discussions and
answers to the coming on questions.

It was the first inter-academic virtual venue for graduate\ PhD students and
early career researchers aimed at keeping the scientific quality of the conference at
a good level and served beyond the event itself to converge expectations into mod-
ern and meaningful outcomes through shared information. These features made the
conference special and peculiar.

Besides, the language of the conference was English. It was a good chance for
those selected for the conference to produce both their knowledge of the investiga-
tions and their good commands of English. It was a good practice in English talking
to a variety of people from related, similar and completely different areas of study. In
such a way, the young scholars had enough exposure and new perspective to improve
their research experiences. Most participants might come to the conference with
handful of issues and questions in their minds but could not get the answers during
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presentations [4]. At the virtual conference you might have the opportunity to get
feedback on your work as each answer should be questioned and that made present-
ers think differently about their own projects and track new ways of development.

Virtual conferences allow benefitting from the different technologies of digital
communication available to academics and highlights, among these advantages.
Thus, virtual conferences are an excellent chance to adapt to the COVID situation.
Moreover, it can be presumed that adaptive virtual communication relies on compen-
satory processes between physical media properties and communication intensity [5].

It encourages the young researchers to present their ideas bravely in English,
to work out the right way to interact and share their views. Experienced partici-
pants know that it is better to be friends with competitors than to fight with them.
The atmosphere should be always very relaxed and welcoming to have the highest
production value for all attendees.

The conference allowed learning beyond your own field of researching or in-
terests. That’s a two / or even three-fold benefit of taking part in conferences. It
might dramatically enhance both your personal and professional development, as
well as providing a deeper understanding of yourself. It is a well-known fact that
regular speeches could form the ability to express thoughts verbally, clearly and
precisely, and reduce anxiety around speaking or completely eliminate the fear of
public speaking.

Though the Virtual Conference has positive comments and feedback both from
participants and guests, there is always a strategy for development.

We should find the way and involve more Universities for participating, thus
start planning the advertisement and invitations to the conference well in advance
the forthcoming spring conference. It is no secret that conferences are often well
advertised or well-announced. In my opinion, this is absolutely normal if the adver-
tisement is unobtrusive and professional, and the information is relevant and well
presented. The advertisement should be catchy, relatable and trigger an emotional
response [2].

The conference needs a dedicated team of people to take responsibility for dif-
ferent aspects of the planning, arranging and promotion. There were voices that
there was a lack of coordinators and people-in-charge at the previous conference. It
is important to find volunteers to help with all on-site activities on the days of the
conference: keeping track of the guest list, informing and guiding people, etc.

The most critical step of all can be lining up the speakers. To make the confer-
ence professional and successful a solid lineup must be worked out. It is a good idea
to think a little whether to have everyone participate in all sessions or have a number
of those running in parallel and let people pick their preferred themes. Maybe the
conference year 2020 will help to spur the transition to more — and more fun — vir-
tual meetings in addition to physical ones, beyond the coronavirus pandemic. After
all, who would mind talking to colleagues and friends more often? [5]

And the last, but not the least. To figure out the strategy for publishing papers
submitted by the Conference is very important. Papers must be adjusted to specific
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